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Introduction  
E-ACT, as the Multi Academy Trust, is consulting on a proposal to make changes to North Birmingham 
Academy.  
  
Academy Information Type: 

Type: E-ACT Multi Academy - Secondary  

Name: North Birmingham Academy  DfE:  330 6909 

Address: 395 College Road, Erdington, Birmingham, B44 0HF 

Ward: Erdington  District  Birmingham 

Age Range: 11 – 18 years  Capacity:  1150 

Last Ofsted: 23/04/2018 Ofsted Rating:  Overall Effectiveness:  
2: Good  

 
What changes are proposed?  
We are proposing to carry out the following changes to North Birmingham Academy   

• Enlarge the premises of the academy by expansion  

• The current admission capacity of the academy is 1150; the proposed admission capacity is 1450  

• The current admission number is 180; The proposed admission number is 240  

• The academy will take an additional 60 pupils in year 7 in September 2023 onwards. This proposal will 
increase the admission number permanently to 240 from September 2023.  
 
Why do we want to do this?  
E-ACT is proposing the above changes, in line with Birmingham City Council’s Additional Secondary Places 
Programme (ASP). Birmingham City Council, as the local authority for Birmingham, has a statutory duty to 
ensure sufficient school places. The city of Birmingham has a growing population with one of the youngest 
populations in Europe. Following the growth of numbers in our primary schools, additional secondary places 
are required to meet incoming demand. The Local Authority is keen to ensure that future places are 
provided in the areas that they are needed; helping children to attend a school nearer to home and as part 
of their local community. The proposed changes at North Birmingham Academy are considered appropriate 
for the current pupils at the academy and is part of a programme to enhance the overall school 
accommodation solution for both the current and future pupils.  
 
Evidence of Demand  
Birmingham City Council’s projected pupil numbers show that at least 5 additional forms of entry (classes 
of 30)  are required in the north of the city between now and September 2025. This means 5FE in each of 
Year 7, Year 8, Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11. The proposed changes at North Birmingham Academy go 
someway towards meeting this need for additional places, with other proposals also being progressed. 
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When will these changes happen?  
If the proposal is approved by the Secretary of State (following a consultation and submission of a Business 
Case), it is intended that the proposal to enlarge North Birmingham Academy by expansion will come into 
effect from 1st September 2023.  With expansion works (on the current site) aiming to be completed by 
Summer 2024. 
 
Why has this Academy been chosen?  
North Birmingham Academy has received a judgement of “Good” in their last Ofsted inspection and as such 
Birmingham City Council in partnership with E-ACT believe the academy will be able to sustain the planned 
growth. The academy is local to the area that has seen an increase in secondary place demand, it is popular 
with families seeking secondary education provision, has enough space to accommodate additional 
classrooms and it is believed that the academy will be able to cope well with the additional pupils.  
 
How will this affect pupils at the academy?  
Pupils will notice some changes but these are likely to be limited. The academy will grow by 60 pupils in 
year 7. The academy will continue to take a further 60 pupils in future Year 7 classes. This increase will feed 
through into subsequent year groups each year for the next 5 years so the change in pupil numbers will 
occur gradually and the academy will be operating at 240 in each year group by September 2027 (see table 
below for KS3 & KS4). The academy may decide to organise areas differently to ensure educational 
continuity as the academy expands, this will, as always, be the academy’s decision. Please be reassured that 
the high standard of education and care for pupils will remain. The alterations will enable existing and future 
pupils to access high quality learning spaces and facilities. 
 

Entry Year  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10  Year 11  Total 

Sept 2023 240 180 180 204 180 984 

Sept 2024 240 240 180 180 204 1044 

Sept 2025 240 240 240 180 180 1080 

Sept 2026 240 240 240 240 180 1140 

Sept 2027 240 240 240 240 240 1200 

 
Will there be any effect on other schools, academies and educational institutions within the area? Given 
the level of demand for school places we believe that the expansion is unlikely to cause overprovision 
locally.  
 
How will this affect staff?  
Staff will generally be unaffected; however, a larger academy may offer more opportunities for professional 
development.  
 
Will there be changes to the building?  
The proposed increase in places means we will have to do some work at North Birmingham Academy. 
Available land has been identified within the current academy site for building the additional classrooms 
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and ancillary spaces required to implement the proposals. The expansion will also include some remodelling 
of the existing accommodation.  
 
What are the project costs for this proposal and how is it funded?  
The project to enlarge North Birmingham Academy is estimated at approximately £10 million and will be 
funded from the Department for Education (DfE) Basic Need Grant. Long term value for money will be 
achieved by providing appropriate accommodation that is fit-for-purpose and meets the education 
standards for 21st Century teaching provision.  
 
Will this definitely happen?  
No, there is a statutory process we must follow to make these sorts of changes to Academies. On the 27th 
June 2022 we sent notification to signpost all parents, pupils and staff to the relevant publications that 
advised of these proposals and asked for any initial questions/comments by 24th  July 2022. All comments 
received will be forwarded to the decision makers for consideration. Following the closure of the 
consultation, feedback to comments will be considered by E-ACT. After which, if it is considered appropriate 
to pursue by both E-ACT and BCC, E-ACT will submit a business case to the Secretary of State. It is only 
following a decision from the Secretary of State that we will be able to say with certainty whether or not 
the academy will enlarge by expansion with effect from 1st September 2023.  
 
What will happen if this proposal is rejected?  
If a decision is taken that North Birmingham Academy should not be permanently expanded the Academy 
will continue to operate at its current size. Further additional places will have to be provided at another 
school which is likely to mean that some pupils will have to travel much further to school; this could leave 
this academy open to an increase in admission appeals, which can result in larger class sizes.  
 
How can I make my views known?  
We welcome comments within the four-week consultation period between 27th June 2022 and 24th July 
2022. Anyone wishing to make comments, support or objections to this proposal may do so by any of the 
following methods;  

• In writing to; North Birmingham Academy, 395 College Road, Erdington, Birmingham, B44 0HF 

 • By emailing: NBA.ExpansionEnquiries@E-ACT.org.uk  
A consultation response form can be found at the end of this document and can be used if anyone would 
like to send their comments in writing or by email.  
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What happens next?  
The dates set out below meet the government requirements for us to consult fully with the people affected 
by the proposal. 
Key Dates: 

 

Action Date 

Statutory notice to be published 27th June 2022 

Beginning of 4-week consultation period 27th June 2022 

End of 4-week consultation period 24th July 2022 

Implementation Date 1st September 2023 
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North Birmingham Academy:  
Proposal to Enlarge by Expansion  
 
Thank you for taking the time to send us your thoughts on these proposals.  

Consultation Response Form 

 

Please help us to analyse your response by completing the following:  

Your name (optional): _________________________________________________  

Your contact details (optional, if you would like a reply) 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________  

Are you in favour of the proposal? (options, indicate one of the below):  

(Yes) (No) (Neither/Don’t know)  

 

Your interest in the proposal (please indicate one of the below): 
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