
Special Educational Needs 
School Information Report 2020-21 

“What we offer” 
This is our Special Educational Needs School Information Report and details what we offer for 

children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) in our school. 

 

Please also refer to our SEND and Learning policy and our Accessibility Plan 
 

 

http://northbirminghamacademy.e-act.org.uk/useful-info/academy-policies/ 
 

 
The Birmingham local offer can be found at 

 
https://www.localofferbirmingham.co.uk/ 

  
 

Admissions and Charging Policy 
 https://www.e-act.org.uk/e-act-policies/ 
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We are aspirational about all our children. We aim for ‘quality first teaching’ in all our classrooms which is a 
particular way of planning and teaching that means the lessons are adapted, modified and structured as much as 
possible to suit all the learners. This means that activities are planned according to the level the young person is 
working at.  This can include a variety of adaptions including changes to the physical environment, changes to 
teaching styles as well as intervention support. 
  
All our children follow the national curriculum but, if appropriate, we will liaise with the necessary people involved 
with the student and the student themselves to enable them to make informed curriculum decisions to maximize 
their potential and achievements. 
We will always adapt the learning environment to enable learners to access the curriculum. For example, if a child 
has a physical disability we will liaise with specialist agencies to ensure we are doing all we can to make reasonable 
adjustments so that all learners can learn. 
 
We are fully aware that some learners have sensory needs and we have a quiet area in the school that is accessible 
via appropriate referral. 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about approaches to teaching, adaptations to the curriculum and the learning environment for children and young 
people with SEN or disabilities and additional learning support for those with SEN. 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(a): their approach to teaching of children and young people with special educational needs. 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(b): ‘…how they adapt the curriculum and the learning environment for children and young people with special educational needs or a 
disability’  

How to you teach children or young people with  
special educational needs and disabilities? 

 



  

Class Teachers, Intervention Support Assistants and the Leadership team at North Birmingham Academy closely 

monitor the progress of all our children. At NBA we use a variety of different ways to assess whether a pupil has 

special educational needs. Some of these ways include: 

• Observations 

• School based test results 

• Information from parents and carers 

• Information from the child 

• Specialised assessments carried out by members of the school’s support services 

• Information from previous schools or settings 

• Results from end of key stage assessments 

• Discussions with adults who work with the young person 

  

Once a pupil is identified as having a special educational need, a graduated approach to support is taken.  The pupil’s 

needs will first be assessed, then support will be planned, carried out and then reviewed.  At the review any 

necessary changes will be made In consultation with parents/carers and the pupil. 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Arrangements providers have for identifying the particular SEN of children and young people.’ 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.34: ‘Schools must publish more detailed information about their arrangements for identifying, assessing and making provision for 
pupils with SEN.’ 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.35: ‘The school-specific information should relate to the schools’ arrangements for providing a graduated response to children’s 
SEN. It should elaborate on the information provided at a local authority wide level in the Local Offer.’ 

How do you decide a child or young person has  
special educational needs or disabilities? 



At NBA we have a variety of different interventions and services that can be used to provide support for pupils with 
SEND. 
 
In class support from the teacher through quality first teaching strategies. 
We offer 1:1 and small group support 
Interventions to improve literacy and numeracy such as IDL, reading boxes and the Lit program 
Interventions to support with social, emotional and mental health difficulties such as THRIVE and our talking 
therapy services.  
Access to our external agencies, from the Access to Education team in Birmingham. 
 
Looked after children with SEN will have termly EPEP meetings where their needs and progress will be discussed in 
detail with carers, social workers and the advisory support teacher for Birmingham Virtual Schools. 
 
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about approaches to teaching, adaptations to the curriculum and the learning environment for children and young 
people with SEN or disabilities and additional learning support for those with SEN. 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(a): their approach to teaching of children and young people with special educational needs. 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(b): ‘…how they adapt the curriculum and the learning environment for children and young people with special educational needs or a 
disability’ 
 
 
 
 
 

What extras do you offer children or young people with  
special educational needs? 



 

Quality first teaching will be provided to all pupils and this way of teaching includes continuous assessment, for 
example checking that the child understands at different points throughout the lesson. The class teacher will 
continually review progress through both formative and summative assessments (everyday class work and short 
tests) and the leadership team will look at progress data to identify as quickly as possible any children who are not 
making expected progress. All pupil’s progress, including those pupils with a special educational need, is tracked 
using the school’s assessment tracking system.  Pupils are assessed regularly using teacher marking, observations 
and questioning as well as more formal assessments such as curriculum tests and standardised test.  

At NBA staff where appropriate use personalized tracking systems as a form of assessment when a pupil is making 
small steps of progress.  In addition, for pupils with special educational needs, we track progress at every data 
collection, identifying key pupils who may need additional support. 

  The progress each child is making is discussed at pupil progress meetings with the parents, class teacher and 
SENDCo. 

Where progress continues to be limited more individualized support may be provided in line with NBA’s graduated 
response. 
The system leader for SEND will request information on progress of pupils with SEND and what the academy is doing 
to close the gap with these pupils. 
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about assessing and reviewing pupils’ and students’ progress towards outcomes, including how providers work 
with parents and young people in doing so. 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(d): ‘How the progress towards any of the outcomes identified for children and young people with special educational needs will be 
assessed and reviewed, including information about how those children, their parents and young people will take part in any assessment and review.’ 

How do you make sure children and young people with  
special educational needs and disabilities do well? 



 

 

At North Birmingham Academy we have a transition learning centre to support students reintegration into 
mainstream lessons. This is designed for small group teaching and support to allow students to feel safe and reduce 
any anxiety they any be experiencing about school and lessons. 
 
In the Access to Learning (A2L) department we also have several multipurpose rooms that are used for 
interventions, small group and one to one support depending on the needs of the individual students. 
 
Lift access is provided to students with physical disabilities and specific medical conditions to enable them to access 
the first and second floors. 
 

We would consult with our external agencies if a pupil came to us with a physical or sensory impairment. We would 
ensure all necessary adjustments were put in place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about enabling available facilities to be accessed by disabled children and young people and those with SEN (this 
should include ancillary aids and assistive technology, including Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)).’ 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(f): ‘How facilities that are available can be accessed by children and young people with special educational needs or a disability.’ 
  

What facilities do you have to support children or young people with special 
educational needs and disabilities? 



In our school we believe that all staff should be involved in supporting pupils with special educational needs; 
therefore, we make sure that staff have training to help them do this.  Staff have had training on working with pupils 
with SEN and some of our staff have been trained for different aspects of the SEN provision including: social 
competency, ASD level 3, dyslexia awareness, THRIVE- mental health awareness and many more. 
Communication and Autism Team (CAT) - Who do they work with? 

• Pupils who are being assessed for or already have a diagnosis of Autism or communication difficulties. 
• They will also provide support for families of young people with these difficulties 

Educational Psychology Service (EPS) - Who do they work with? 

• Pupils with complex needs. 
• They will always be involved with a child who is referred for an Education, Health and Care Plan. 

Pupil and School Support (PSS) - Who do they work with? 

• Pupils who are working below the levels expected for their age.   
• A Pupil and School Support Teacher will also work with staff in schools offering support, advice and 

training.  
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: information about securing expertise among teachers, lecturers or other professionals to support children and young people 
with SEN or disabilities – this should include professional development to secure expertise at different levels:  
o awareness (to give a basic awareness of a particular type of SEN, appropriate for all staff who will come into contact with a child or young person with that type 
of SEN)  
o enhanced (how to adapt teaching and learning to meet a particular type of SEN, for early years practitioners, class and subject teachers/lecturers and teaching 
assistants working directly with the child or young person on a regular basis), and  
o specialist (in-depth training about a particular type of SEN, for staff who will be advising and supporting those with enhanced-level skills and knowledge)  
SEND Regulations 2014 5(i): ‘How expertise in supporting children and young people with special educational needs or a disability is secured for teaching staff 
and others working with those children and young people 

Do you have staff with specialist training  
or have ‘experts’ to support you? 



 
Additional support for social, emotional, mental and wellbeing at NBA comes in a variety of ways that are all linked. 

Key members of staff are Youth Mental Health First Aid trained and will work with and assess students. 

We use the THRIVE program and groups or individuals can be screened to identify where specific gaps are in their 

development and these can be targeted through the delivery of specific strategies. We work alongside Our Roots 

which is a talking therapy service that is part of the Birmingham Mental Health Consortium.  

Assemblies are delivered on anti-bullying and the school takes a zero tolerance approach on bullying. 

Our Family support worker works closely with families that require additional social, emotional and mental health 

support and can signpost to additional supporting external agencies. 

Support to prevent exclusions come from Process referral meetings as professionals to discuss our most vulnerable 

and at risk students. This will result in information sharing and the relevant additional support and interventions 

being put in place to support students at risk of exclusion such as a behavior intervention, social intervention or 

managed move. 

If a pupil has a specific health care need an individualized health care plan will be implemented with input from pupil 
and parents/carers. Administration of medication is undertaken by the student in the first instance and then where 
necessary trained staff will administer medication.  
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about supporting the emotional, mental and social development of disabled children and young people and those 
with SEN (this should include extra pastoral support arrangements for listening to the views of pupils and students with SEN and measures to prevent bullying).’ 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(j): how the emotional, mental and social development of children and young people with special educational needs or a disability will 
be supported and improved.  

How do you support the wellbeing of children and young people with  
special educational needs and disabilities? 



If a child needs specialist equipment that is necessary for them to access the school and make progress in their 
learning then we will do all we can put this provision in place. For example, if a child with a physical difficulty needs 
additional handholds in certain areas of the school such as a toilet then we will do everything within our means to 
put the equipment in place. If a child needs specialist support or equipment a referral is made to our external 
agencies to support with an assessment and advice. 
 
Specialist support is decided upon based on the individual needs of the student and whether or not they are making 
progress based on the assess, plan, do, review cycle. 
 
Pupils with EHCPs will often have very clear provision and recommendations outlined in their Plan, and the linked 
professionals will also often be available to help the school with ensuring appropriate provisions are put in place. We 
will work closely with specialists to ensure all the provision is provided within the means of the school and the 
resources made available to it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Arrangements providers have for securing the services, provision and equipment required by children and young people with 
SEN or disabilities. 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.35: ‘The information must also include information about the arrangements for the admission of disabled pupils, the steps taken to 
prevent disabled pupils from being treated less favourably than other pupils…’  

What happens if a child or young person needs specialist equipment,  
services or support? 



All parents and carers with pupils on the SEND register will have opportunities to review their child’s progress with 
their class teacher, and if necessary, with the school SENDCo. We also have our usual cycle of parents’ evenings 
which means that teachers are always available to discuss any concerns or successes as often as is needed. Our 
school has an open door policy to parents. Our aim is to always be approachable so that parents feel involved in the 
education of their child.   
In addition our school aims to regularly involve parents in the education of their child through a variety of different 
ways including: 

• Meetings with SENDCo, class teacher and support staff where required 
• Letters or phone calls to inform parents of important information 
• Homework 
• Information on the school website 
• Parents’ evenings 
• Coffee mornings 
• Signposting to parent groups 
• Parents’ views on IEP/Annual Review documents 

As per the ‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’ cycle as outlined in the SEND Code of Practice, if, after additional support and 

intervention a pupil continues to struggle, the school will seek further outside specialist advice and may apply for an 

assessment for an Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP). The School will always do this in partnership with the parents 

or carers. 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about assessing and reviewing pupils’ and students’ progress towards outcomes, including how providers work 
with parents and young people in doing so. 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(d): ‘How the progress towards any of the outcomes identified for children and young people with special educational needs will be 
assessed and reviewed, including information about how those children, their parents and young people will take part in any assessment and review.’ 

How will I know if my child or young person is doing  
well in school? 



 

 
 

All children have access to our extra-curricular activities. 
 

http://northbirminghamacademy.e-act.org.uk/extra-curricular/enrichment/ 
 

Where appropriate and possible, adjustments will be made to ensure all children with special educational 
needs are fully included in these activities. 

At the end of Autumn and Summer term are rewards weeks. Students that behave in a positive manner or show 

improved behavior over a course of time are able to attend. There are a multitude of trips including to theme parks, 

zoos, restaurants. 

Each department runs trips to different venues and establishments creating links for educational and social 

experiences. 

Trips and outdoor activities are for all pupils and with parents/carers agreement, NBA will make all reasonable 
adjustments necessary to ensure they are accessible for all. 
 
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about activities that are available to disabled children and young people and those with SEN, including physical 
activities and extra-curricular activities.’ 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(g): ‘What activities (including physical activities) are available for children and young people with special educational needs or a 
disability in addition to the curriculum.’ 

 

Do you have ‘out of school’ activities that  
children or young people can do? 

http://northbirminghamacademy.e-act.org.uk/extra-curricular/enrichment/


 

We aim to make times of transition as easy as possible for the children and young people in our school and we have 
strong links with our local feeder primaries.  

When starting at our school we: 

•Meet with the young person and their parents to talk about their needs and answer any questions about our school 

•Meet with staff at the pupil’s previous school or setting 

•Provide the pupil with a transition book that has photographs of the key staff and areas around school 

•Read reports from people who have worked with the young person 

•Arrange visits to our school so the young person gets to see it before they start properly 

•Give any adults working with the pupil a pupil passport describing the things that help to support them in school 

When moving to a new school we: 

•Talk to key staff at the new school about things that help the young person to learn well and be happy at school 

•Arrange extra visits to the new school with a member of staff from our school if that is what the young person wants 

•Talk to the young person and their family so we can answer any questions they may have about the new school. 
 
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Arrangements providers have for supporting disabled children and young people and those with SEN in moving between 
phases of education and preparing for adulthood and independent living.’ 
Parent Carer feedback: ‘I want to know what schools are supposed to do to help when my child changes school.’ 

 

How do you support children or young people  
moving on to their next school or setting? 

 



 

If you have an informal complaint or concern about the school please raise this with a member of staff orally or in 
writing; however, if you have a formal complaint, please put this in writing to the Headteacher. 

(For full details, please see Parents Concerns and Complaints Policy 2018-19 on the school website:  

http://northbirminghamacademy.e-act.org.uk/useful-info/academy-policies/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 4.7: ‘Comprehensive:…The Local Offer must include eligibility criteria for services where relevant and make it clear where to go for 
information, advice and support, as well as how to make complaints about provision or appeal against decisions.’ 

 

What should I do if I disagree with what you’re doing  
or want to make a complaint? 

 

http://northbirminghamacademy.e-act.org.uk/useful-info/academy-policies/


 

For initial concerns contact the Heads of Year.  

Our school has a SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS Co-Ordinator (SENCo) and an assistant SENCo.   

 

Mrs R. Velarde – SENDCo 

If you would like to talk to either of them then please contact the school. 

The best way to contact our SEND team is by telephone: 0121 373 1649  ex 3335 or our enquiries email: 
Rebeca.Velarde@E-ACT.org.uk 

The best time to contact our SEND team is during the school day (8.30 am – 4.00 pm) 
 

 
Birmingham Local Authority’s Local Offer can be found at: https://www.localofferbirmingham.co.uk/ 

 

 
 

Who should I contact  
for more information? 

 

Where can I find out more about what support there is for children and young 
people with SEND in the local area? 

 

mailto:Rebeca.Velarde@E-ACT.org.uk
https://www.localofferbirmingham.co.uk/

