
 

 

 

 

 

Guided Choices 2021



 

GCSE Art 

 

There is a choice of four specification titles to choose from. Each is made up of two components: a 
Portfolio (60%) and an externally set task (40%) 

The titles are: 

• Art, Craft and Design (J170) 

• Fine Art (J171) 

• Photography (J173) 

• Three-Dimensional Design (J175) 
 
 

The Portfolio is made up of practical work, which explores the skills, knowledge and understanding in the 
learner’s chosen practical area(s) of study, our current theme is Natural Forms and we are looking at 
human form, nature, macro world through poly board printing, painting, and drawing at present 

 
 

The Externally set task offers learners the opportunity to respond to a choice of themes, written and 
visual starting points and stimuli.  This year’s theme is birds, mirrors and boxes. 

 
 

This specification is designed to offer a flexible approach to teaching and learning to a broad range of learners 
 
 

This specification encourages learners to select, organise and present work that represents the best of their 
achievement in response to the assessment objectives. 

 
 

Exam Board: 
OCR 

 
Assessment Structure: 

 
Units Structure 

Portfolio 60% Coursework 

Externally set task 40% Exam (10 hours) 



 

 

 

ABC L1 MOTOR VEHICLE 

 

Topics studied: 

 

Unit 1Working in an automotive industry environment 

This unit will give learners a basic understanding of the health and safety issues in the automotive 
industry. They will also have the opportunity to look at different career 

opportunities in the automotive sector and get an introduction to the environmental issues that 
are linked to the automotive industry. 

 

Unit 2 Using engineering materials and skills 

This unit will give the learner an introduction to different materials and their properties. They 
will learn how to safely use these materials and skills in order to create an accessory or tool. 

 

Unit 3 Remove and re-fit mechanical components 

This unit will introduce learners to the processes and procedures that are required to remove 
and re-fit mechanical components in a safe manner. They will also learn to report on the 
condition of the components. 

 

Unit 4 Introduction to basic automotive electrical principles 

This unit will introduce learners to the basic principles of automotive electrics. Learners will 
explore the different types of batteries and lighting systems. Learners will also develop practical 
skills on assembling and testing electrical circuits. 
 
 
 
Assessment Structure: 

 
Units Structure 

Units 1 to 4 60% coursework 

Exam   40% 1 hour   

 
 
 

Exam Board: 
ABC (SEG) 



 

WJEC L1/2 Hospitality and Catering 

 

Topics studied: 

 

Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry 

 

The applied purpose of the unit is for students to use their knowledge and understanding of the hospitality 
and catering industry in order to propose new hospitality and catering provision to meet specific needs.  

 

LO1 Understand the environment in which hospitality and catering providers operate 

LO2 Understand how hospitality and catering provision operates 

LO3 Understand how hospitality and catering provision meets health and safety requirements 

LO4 Know how food can cause ill health 

LO5  Be able to propose a hospitality and catering provision to meet specific requirements 

  

Unit 2: The Hospitality and Catering in Action  

In this Unit student will safely plan, prepare, cook and present nutritional dishes. 

LO1 Understand the importance of nutrition when planning menu 

LO2 understand menu planning 

LO3 be able to cook dishes 
 
Exam Board: 
WJCE  

Assessment Structure: 
 

Units Structure 

Hospitality and Catering in Action  60% coursework 

 Hospitality and catering Industry  40% 1 & 30 minutes hour external exam 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
 
Why study GCSE Photography? 

This course is for those who will enjoy the immediacy of producing lens based imagery. We all take snap shots 
to remember events and people but would you like to be more imaginative and creative with your 
photography? No previous experience is necessary if you wish to join this course. However, it is vital that you 
have a genuine excitement at the prospect of making and being creative with your pictures. 

 
 
Course content: 
A range of photographic processes will be taught both digitally and in the darkroom, although the 
majority of work will be digital.  Photographs and animations can be presented as screen based pieces 
using Powerpoint or I-Movie. 

The course will also cover digital techniques using software such as Photo Shop to manipulate and morph 
images. 
As in the art course students complete three units of coursework during Year 10 and the first half of 
Year 11. Most of the recording and visual analysis will be made using a 
camera but some development work will be created using other media. Students will investigate the 
work of photographers from past and present who, although having a 
much shorter history than other visual artists, have produced sometimes beautiful, occasionally 
frightening but always thought provoking work.   Students will use new 
found skills to produce final outcomes that reflect the world as seen through their eyes. 
Progression of work is documented on A2 sheets or within journals. 

 
 
Assessment: 
All work completed during both Year 10 and the first term of Year 11 is coursework and is assessed.  It is 
worth 60% of the final grade.  The exam takes place during the Spring Term and is a guided project 
spanning 10 weeks of taught lessons.  It culminates in a ten  hour  test  based  in  the  Photography  
room  with  access  to  dark  room  and computers. 

 
In the 6th form… 
Students who follow the GCSE Photography course could go on to AS Photography in the 6th Form.  This 
option would also help develop the visual skills needed for AS Level Art alongside other areas of study. 
This could open up the possibility of careers in a range of different areas such as Freelance 
Photography, Journalism, Art and Design and Marketing. 



 

 
 
 
 

           BTEC Media/IT 
 
 

Topics studied: 
 
 

C1 – Analysing Games / Movies and Magazines – You will gain experience in being able 
to correctly analyse existing computer games, movies and magazines in terms of target 
audience profiling.  

 
C2 – Photoshop Skills– Students will plan and develop and reimagine a preexisting magazine 
cover and double page spread  

 
C3 – Developing Media Products– Students will respond to a brief in a set time by 
planning and developing a media product using their skills from the course gained.  

 
 

Exam Board: 
Pearson 
Assessment Structure: 

 
Units Structure 

C1 – Analysing Games / Movies and Magazines 30% coursework 

C2 – Photoshop Skills 30% coursework 

C3 – Developing Media Products 40% exam done over a 3 month period 



 

                GCSE Computer Science  

 
 
 

Topics studied: 
 
 

Computer Systems – Students will gain an in-depth understanding of how the technology 
that dominates today’s society, including how computers communicate with each other 
and the legal and ethical issues surrounding the use of technology. 

 
Computational Thinking and Algorithms– Students will look at how computers store and 
manipulate information, and how to plan programs to meet the needs of a scenario. 

 
Programming Project– Students will learn how to program in Python in order to create 
real world systems. This will culminate in a 20 hour programming project completed over 
a number of weeks in Year 10. 

 
Exam Board: 
Pearson Edexcel 

 
Assessment Structure: 

 
Units Structure 

Computer Systems 1 hour 30-minute written exam 

Computational Thinking and Algorithms 1 hour 30-minute written exam 

Programming project 20 hours (over a series of weeks) 
internal assessment 



 

 

             OCR Business 
 
 
           Topics studied: 
 
 

Exploring Enterprises – Students will examine different enterprises to develop their 
knowledge and understanding of the characteristics of enterprises and the skills needed by 
entrepreneurs. Students will explore how market research helps enterprises meet customer 
needs and competitor behaviour, investigating factors that contribute to success of an 
enterprise. 

 
Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise – Learners will use their experience from exploring 
enterprises to independently generate ideas and choose one idea for a realistic micro-
enterprise. Students will demonstrate own skills by pitching an individual summary of the 
final plan to an audience. 

 
Promotion and Finance for Enterprise – Students will explore different 
promotional methods used by enterprises and the factors 
that influence enterprises and target their market. Learners will explore financial 
documents and how to use them to monitor and improve the 
performance of an enterprise in order to make decisions and recommend 
strategies for success. 

 
Exam Board: 
OCR 

 
Assessment Structure: 

 
Units Structure 

Exploring Enterprises 30% coursework 

Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise 
Activity 

30% coursework 

Promotion and Finance for Enterprise 40% 1-hour external exam 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              GCSE History 
 
 

Topics studied: 
 
 

The People’s Health 1250AD- Present Day 

This module focuses on what people thought caused them to be sick, and what they did 
to treat that at different times over the last 750 years. 
The Norman Conquest 
We all know that William the Conqueror won the Battle of Hastings in 1066, but what else 
is there to the story. Were people happy with William as their King? What changes did 
William make? Was England a better place for the Norman invasion? 

The Making of America 

Born in 1776, we focus on the reasons why the nation expanded from ‘sea to shining sea’ as 
well as the conflict and sacrifices made by people of 
different race and creeds to create the world’s first Superpower. 
Life Under Nazi Rule 

Starting with the election of Hitler to Chancellor, we will explore the changes the Nazis 
made to people’s everyday lives in German and Occupied Europe. Was everyone willing to 
go along with the Fuhrer? 
History Around Us- Kenilworth Castle 

We look at the varied history of the local castle, considering how and why it has changed 
over time as well as its significance in the last thousand years of British history. 

 
 

Exam Board: 
OCR Specification B 

Assessment Structure: 

Units Structure 

Paper 1- Kenilworth Castle 1-hour exam (20%) 

Paper 2- The People’s Health and 

The Norman Conquest 

1 hour 45-minute exam (40%) 

Paper 3- The Making of America 

and Life Under Nazi Rule 

1 hour 45-minute exam (40%) 



 
 
 
 
 

             GCSE Geography 
 
 

Topics studied: 

Landscapes of the UK: Students will complete in detail studies of Rivers and Coasts in the 
UK, looking at the processes, landforms and human uses of each landscape. 
People of the UK: Students will complete studies of the different demographics of 
the UK, including looking at contemporary issues like immigration and Brexit. 
UK Environmental Challenges:  
Students will study current issues, including the 
energy crisis and rising numbers of storms in the UK Ecosystems of the World: Students 
will study 6 ecosystems from around the world, including detailed case studies on the 
Amazon and Coral Reefs. People of the World: Students will explore why different 
countries are richer than others, and the different factors that influence wealth around 
the world. 

World Environmental Challenges: Students  will explore current global issues, 
including climate change, tropical storms and droughts. 
Assessed Fieldwork: Students will complete two compulsory fieldtrips to 
collect data for an examination. One fieldtrip is to Carding Mill Valley in Shropshire, to 
complete a river study. The second trip is to Stratford- upon-Avon to complete a tourism 
study. 

 
OCR Geography A – Geographical Themes 

 
Assessment Structure: 

 
Units Structure 

Paper 1: 
Landscapes of the UK 
People of the UK 

UK Environmental Challenges 

 
 
30% of Total GCSE 
1 hour paper 

60 Marks 

Paper 2: 
Ecosystems of the World 
People of the World 
World Environmental Challenges 

 
 
30% of Total GCSE 
1 hour paper 
60 Marks 

Paper 3: Geographical 
Skills Assessed 
Fieldwork 

40% of Total GCSE 
1 hour 30 minutes paper 
80 Marks 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          GCSE French 

 
You must have studied this language in Years 7-9 or be fluent already to take this option 

 
 

Topics studied: 
Theme 1: Identity and culture 
Me, my family and friends – marriage and relationships 

Technology in everyday life – social media/mobile technology 
Free-time activities – music, cinema and TV, food/eating out/ sport 

Customs and festivals 
 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

Home, town, neighbourhood and region 
Social issues – charity/voluntary work, healthy and unhealthy living 

Global issues – the environment, poverty, homelessness 
Travel and tourism 

 
Theme 3: Current and future 
My studies 

Life at school/college 
Education post-16 
Jobs, career choices and ambitions 

 
Exam Board: 
AQA 

 
Assessment Structure: 
There are two tiers for MFL; Foundation (Grades 1-5) and Higher (Grades 5-9). 
Exams  

Listening exam – listen to a recording and answer 
questions 

25% of final grade 
June of Year 11 

Speaking exam – one to one with your normal teacher and voice 
recorded 

25% of final grade 
April of Year 11 

Reading exam – reading and responding to questions 25% of final grade 
June of Year 11 

Writing exam – writing in the foreign language 25% of final grade 
June of Year 11 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            GCSE Spanish 
 
 

You must have studied this language in Years 7-9 or be fluent already to take this option 
 
 

Topics studied: 
Theme 1: Identity and culture 
Me, my family and friends – marriage and relationships 

Technology in everyday life – social media/mobile technology 
Free-time activities – music, cinema and TV, food/eating out/ sport 

Customs and festivals 
 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

Home, town, neighbourhood and region 
Social issues – charity/voluntary work, healthy and unhealthy living 

Global issues – the environment, poverty, homelessness 
Travel and tourism 

 
Theme 3: Current and future 
My studies 

Life at school/college 
Education post-16 
Jobs, career choices and ambitions 

 
Exam Board: 
AQA 

 
Assessment Structure: 
There are two tiers for MFL; Foundation (Grades 1-5) and Higher (Grades 5-9). 
Exams  

Listening exam – listen to a recording and answer 
questions 

25% of final grade 
June of Year 11 

Speaking exam – one to one with your normal teacher and voice 
recorded 

25% of final grade 
April of Year 11 

Reading exam – reading and responding to questions 25% of final grade 
June of Year 11 

Writing exam – writing in the foreign language 25% of final grade 
June of Year 11 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            BTEC MUSIC 

 
Whether you are a pianist, guitarist, rapper or sequencer, you will enjoy the practical, hands-
on nature of this course.    Through student focused assignments you will improve your skills 
as a musician and learn how to perform and  compose  music,  whilst  developing  an  
understanding  of  the music industry. 

 
Unit 1 – The Music 

Industry You will explore the music industry and how the different organisations link.  The 
assessment for this is an external exam, where you will demonstrate an understanding of the 
industry. 
Unit 2 – Managing a Music Product Through a final major project, you will create a music product 
based on a self-written brief.  This could be either a CD or a live performance but you will be 
responsible for the organization and final realisation of the project. 
Unit 4 – Introducing Music Composition You will develop techniques through workshops and will 
produce a composition based on a given brief. 
You can select the style and instrumentation of the piece, and are free to use 
live instruments or technology to realise your work. 
Unit 5 – Introducing Music Performance Through regular practice and development of skills you will 
prepare a solo and group performance on your given instrument.  With the documentation of the 
process through a journal, 
you will demonstrate your creative journey. 
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 

 
Assessment Structure: 

 
Units Structure 

The Music Industry 25% 1 Hour Exam 
Managing a Music Product 25% Coursework 
Introducing Music Composition 25% Coursework 
Introducing Music  Performance I sequencing 25% Coursework 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   GCSE DANCE 
 
 

Component 1 (Performance & Choreography): 

 
Students must perform dance as a soloist for approximately one minute and in a duet/trio for a 
minimum of 3 minutes. 

 
Students will perform 2 set phrases (Breathe & Scoop) as a soloist, demonstrating application of 
physical skills and attributes safely during performance, technical accuracy, expressive skills and mental 
skills attributed to both the process and performance. During the duet/trio they are assessed on their 
ability to communicate a specific choreographic intent, in addition to skills specific to a duet/trio 
performance such as relationship content, musicality, sensitivity to other dances, and more challenging 
movement including contact work and interaction with other dancers. 

 
Students must learn how to respond creatively to an externally set stimulus by choreographing either 
a solo or group dance. They will be assessed on use of action, dynamics, space, relationships, 
structuring devices and aural setting. 

 
Component 2 (Dance Appreciation): 

 
Through written communication and use of appropriate terminology, students must be able to critically 
analyse, interpret and evaluate their own work in performance and choreography and demonstrate 
their knowledge and understanding of professional practice in the six set works in the GCSE Dance 
Anthology. 

 
Exam Board: 
AQA 

 
Assessment Structure: 

 

Units Structure 

Component 1: 
Performance & Choreography 

30% Performance (40 marks) 

30% Choreography (40 marks) 

Component 2: Dance 
Appreciation 

 
40% Exam (80 marks) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  GCSE DRAMA 
 
 
Component 1 (Devising): 

 
- Create and develop a devised piece from a stimulus 

- Analyse and evaluate the devising process and performance. The portfolio submissions 

evidence between 1500-2000 words. 
 

Component 2 (Performance from Text): 

 
- Students will either perform in two key extracts from a performance text. 

- Externally assessed by visiting examiner. 

- Two key extracts as solo, group and/or partner-based routes for assessment. 
 
Component 3 (Theatre Makers in Practice): 

 
- Practical exploration and study of one complete performance text.  (DNA – Dennis 

Kelly) 

- Live theatre evaluation. 
 
Section A: Bringing Texts to Life 

This section consists of one question broken into six parts (short and extended responses) 

based on an unseen extract form the chosen performance text. 
 
Section B: Live Theatre Evaluation 

This section consists of tw0 questions requiring students to analyse and evaluate a live theatre 

performance they have seen. Students allowed to bring in theatre evaluation notes up to a maximum 

500 words. 
 

Exam Board: 
AQA 

 
Assessment Structure: 

 

Units Structure 

Component 1: 
Devising 

 
40% (60 marks) 

Component 2: 
Performance from Text 

 
20% (48 marks) 

Component 3: Theatre 
Makers in Practice 

 
40% (60 marks) 



 

GCSE Psychology 
 
 
Topics studied: 
 
 
GCSE psychology introduces students to the fundamentals of psychology, developing 
critical analysis, independent thinking and research skills. The topics covered include: 

Paper 1 Cognition and behaviour; Memory, Perception, Development, Research 
methods. 
Paper 2 Social context and behaviour; Social influence, Language, thought and 
communication, Brain and neuropsychology and Psychological problems. 

 
 
Students will develop the skills to be able to analyse and evaluate psychological ideas, 
information, processes and procedures in relation to the above topics and make 
judgements, draw conclusions and produce developments of psychological procedures. 

Knowledge and understanding of research methods and skills will be developed 
through ethical, practical research activities, involving: 

• Designing research 
• Conducting research 
• Analysing and interpreting data. 

 
 
By carrying out practical research activities, students will manage associated risks and use 
information and communication technology. 

Exam Board: 
AQA 

 
Assessment Structure: 

 
Papers How it’s assessed 

Paper 1; Cognition and behaviour Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 100 
marks 
50% of GCSE 

Paper 2; Social context and behaviour Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 100 
marks 

50% of GCSE 



 

Religious Education 

 
Christianity & Islam Unit 

Students will be learning about key beliefs and practices of both religions in paper 1. 
 
 
A01: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and beliefs including:- 

• Beliefs, practice and sources of authority 
• Influence on individuals communities and societies 

 
 
A02: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and beliefs 
including their significance and influence. 

 
 
Thematics – Christianity & Islam (paper 2) 

Students will be covering the topics below as part of the Religious, Philosophy and Ethics 
unit. 

Theme A- Relationships & Families 

Theme B- Religion & Life 

Theme C- The existence of God and revelation 

Theme D- Religion, Peace and Conflict 
 
 
Exam questions: 

Each theme has a 5 part question consisting of 1,2,4,5 & 12 mark question. 

Examination Board: AQA 

Assessment Structure: 

Topics Structure 

Christianity & Islam 50% Paper 1 

Written exam paper 1hour 

Thematics - Theme A-D 50% Paper 2 



 

 
 

 OCR Sports Science 
 
 
  Units: 
 
 

Reducing the risk of sports injuries 

 
Learners will know how to prepare participants to take part in physical activity in a way which minimises the 
risk of injuries occurring, how to react to common injuries that can occur during sport and how to 
recognise the symptoms of some common medical conditions, providing a good foundation to undertake 
formal first aid training and qualifications. 

 
 

Applying principles of training 
 

Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of the principles and methods of training and the 
application of these in the design of training programmes along with practical skills in fitness testing. 

 
The body’s response to physical activity 

 
Learners will understand key aspects of the structure and function of the Musculo-Skeletal and Cardio-
Respiratory systems and investigate some of the changes which occur to them in response to short and 
long-term physical activity. 

 
Sport psychology 

 

Learners will look at some of the key elements of sport psychology and use some of the strategies and 
techniques utilised in pursuit of excellence in sports performance. 

 
 
 
 

Exam Board: 
OCR Cambridge Nationals 

 
Assessment Structure: 

Units Structure 

Reducing the risk of sports injuries 25% 1 hour Exam 

Applying principles of training 25% Coursework 

The body’s response to physical activity 25% Coursework 

Sports Psychology 25% Coursework 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GCSE Arabic 

 

You may take this option as a beginner or you can be fluent already  

Topics studied: 
Theme 1: Identity and culture  
● Who am I?: relationships; when I was younger; what my friends and family are like; what makes a good 
friend; interests; socialising with friends and family; role models  
● Daily life: customs and everyday life; food and drink; shopping; social media and technology (use of, 
advantages and disadvantages)  
● Cultural life: celebrations and festivals; reading; music; sport; film and television  
 
Theme 2: Local area, holiday and travel  
● Holidays: preferences; experiences; destinations  
● Travel and tourist transactions: travel and accommodation; asking for help and dealing with problems; 
directions; eating out; shopping  
● Town, region and country: weather; places to see; things to do 
 
Theme 3: School  
● What school is like: school types; school day; subjects; rules and pressures 
● School activities: school trips; events and exchanges  
 
Theme 4: Future aspirations, study and work  
● Using languages beyond the classroom: forming relationships; travel; employment ● Ambitions: further 
study; volunteering; training  
● Work: jobs; careers and professions  
 
Theme 5: International and global dimension  
● Bringing the world together: sports events; music events; campaigns and good causes  
● Environmental issues: being ‘green’; access to natural resources 
 

Exam Board: 
Edexcel 

 
Assessment Structure: 
There are two tiers for MFL; Foundation (Grades 1-5) and Higher (Grades 5-9). 

 
Exams  

Listening exam – listen to a recording and answer questions 25% of final grade 
June of Year 11 

Speaking exam – one to one with your normal teacher and voice 
recorded  

25% of final grade 
April of Year 11 

Reading exam – reading and responding to questions 25% of final grade 
June of Year 11 

Writing exam – writing in the foreign language 25% of final grade 
June of Year 11 

 


