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Admissions arrangements for 2020/2021 academic year 

 

Determined Birmingham School Admission Criteria September 2020/21 

Date of Approval: September 2018 
Date of Review: September 2019 

 
Unless there are legislative or regulatory changes in the interim, this policy will be 
reviewed annually as per the Admissions Code. Should no substantive changes be 
required at that point, the policy will move to the next review cycle.  
Where the admission arrangements have not changed from the previous year there is no 
requirement to consult, subject to the requirement that admission authorities must 
consult on their admission arrangements at least once every 7 years, even if there have 
been no changes during that period. 

 

School name North Birmingham Academy  

School address 395 College Road, Erdington, Birmingham, B44 0HF 

Headteacher Mrs L McLaurie Tel no: 0121 373 1647 

Admission Number: 180 per Year group (exception for Year 8-210) 

 

Context North Birmingham Academy is an 11 – 18 mixed comprehensive school.  The main 

principle of admission is to provide for the educational needs of young people who 

live in Kingstanding and the surrounding area. We are an inclusive school and 

welcome all applications.  

In recent years we have received more applications than we have places for. In 

these circumstances the following oversubscription criteria will be applied. 

The PAN numbers for each year group is shown below.  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

180 210 180 180 180 
 

How to apply 

for a place 

How to apply for Year 7 in September 2020 An application must be made online at 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions. 

How to make an In-Year application: Please use the following link to access 

Birmingham LA applications 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/587/inyear_schoo

l_admissions  

Previous admission pattern at the time of offer of places for Year 7 In 2018 there 

were more applicants than there were places available 

2018 – 467 preferences received ranking the school 1 – 6. Last child admitted lived 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/587/inyear_school_admissions
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/587/inyear_school_admissions


4507 metres from the school.  

2019 – 655 preferences received ranking the school 1 – 6. Last child admitted lived 

2547 metres from the school.  

Admissions 

Criteria 

1. Looked after or previously looked after children. 

 2. Children with a brother or a sister already at the school who will still be in 
attendance in September 2019. 

 3. Children who live nearest the school. 

 Within each of these categories, priority is given to those who live nearest the 

school, calculated on the basis of a straight-line measurement between home and 

school.   

Children with 

a statement of 

special 

educational 

needs/EHC 

Plan  

 

Any child with a statement of special educational needs/Education Health and Care 

Plan is required to be admitted to the academy that is named in the 

statement/plan. This gives such children overall priority for admission to the named 

academy. This is not an oversubscription criterion. 

Looked after 

or previously 

looked after 

children 

A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after but immediately 

after being looked after became subject to an adoption, residence, or special 

guardianship order. A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local 

authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the 

exercise of their social services functions (see the definition in Section 22(1) of the 

Children Act 1989).  

 In the case of previously looked after children, admission authorities may request a 

copy of the adoption order, residence order or special guardianship order and a 

letter from the local authority that last looked after the child confirming that he or 

she was looked after immediately prior to that order being made. 

Sibling Siblings (brothers or sisters) are considered to be those children who live at the 

same address and either: 

i. have one or both natural parents in common; 

or   ii. are related by a parent’s marriage; 

or  iii. are adopted or fostered by a common parent. 

Unrelated children living at the same address, whose parents are living as partners, 

are also considered to be siblings. 

Children not adopted or fostered or related by a parent’s marriage or with one 



natural parent in common, who are brought together as a family by a same sex civil 

partnership and who are living at the same address, are also considered to be 

siblings. 

Distance Distances are calculated on the basis of a straight-line measurement between the 

applicant’s home address and the front gates.  The Local Authority uses a 

computerized system, which measures all distances in meters.  Ordnance Survey 

supply the co-ordinates that are used to plot an applicant’s home address and the 

address of the school.  

Shared 

Responsibility 

Where parents have shared responsibility for a child, and the child lives with both 

parents for part of the week, then the main residence will be determined as the 

address where the child lives the majority of the week. Parents may be requested 

to supply documentary evidence to support the address used. 

Final Qualifier In a very small number of cases it may not be possible to decide between the 

applications of those pupils who are the final qualifiers for a place, when applying 

the published admission criteria. 

For example, this may occur when children in the same year group live at the same 

address, or where there are twins, or if the distance between the home and school 

is exactly the same, for example, blocks of flats.  If there is no other way of 

separating the application according to the admissions criteria and to admit both or 

all of the children would cause the Published Admission Number for the child’s year 

group to be exceeded, the Local Authority will use a computerized system to 

randomly select the child to be offered the final place.  

In the event of this occurring with twins or other multiple birth applicants, schools 

will be asked to admit over their Published Admission Number to accommodate the 

pupils. 

Waiting Lists Waiting lists will not be fixed following the offer of places.   They are subject to 

change.  This means that a child’s waiting list position during the year could go up 

or down.  Any applicants will be added to the Academy’s list in accordance with the 

order of priority for offering places.  Waiting lists will be maintained until the end of 

each academic year. 

In Year 

Applications 

Applications made outside the normal admissions round (in-year admissions) 

should be made directly to the academy, further information can be found at: 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/587/inyear_schoo

l_admissions 

Parents/Carers can apply for a place for their child at any time and to any school.  

On receipt of an in-year application, the school will notify the local authority of 

both the application and its outcome, to allow the local authority to keep up to 

date with figures on the availability of school places in Birmingham. 

Fair Access The Academy complies with Birmingham LA’s Fair Access Protocol (FAP). The 



Students purpose of the FAP is to ensure that, outside the normal admissions round, 

unplaced children who fall into the specified categories are offered a place quickly, 

so that the amount of time any child, especially the most vulnerable, who remains 

out of education is kept to a minimum. The FAP will only be used once the in-year 

admissions process has been exhausted.  

Students can also be placed at NBA through the Fair Access protocol and this will 

occur in two different ways.  

1) Through the FA team at Birmingham LA will approach NBA in order to 

accommodate a child who is without a school place 

2) A student could be sent through the FA team to the local sharing panel and 

the chair of this panel will place the student at the nearest school based on 

a rotational basis between the schools on the panel.  

Appeals Appeals are administered by the Local Authority for this Academy.  Parents who 

wish to appeal against the decision to refuse their child admission should contact 

the School Admissions and Pupil Placements Service on 0121 303 1888 to request 

an appeal form.  

The appeal will be heard by an independent appeals panel constituted and 

operated in accordance with the School Admissions Appeals Code. Parents will 

receive written notification of the date and time of their appeal hearing, which they 

can attend to explain their case. If they wish, parents may be accompanied by an 

adviser or friend. Following the appeal, the Clerk to the appeals panel will write to 

parents with the decision. 

Year 12 

Admissions 

 

From where do we recruit?  

The sixth form recruits the majority of its students from Year 11 and a small but 

significant minority from local schools.    

 

How do we recruit?  

A post 16 Evening in October/November and through taster sessions in Years 10 

and 11, Transition assemblies and whole school and Year Assemblies.  

What are the entrance requirements?  

‘A’ Level/BTEC National Diplomas Level 3:   A minimum of 5 GCSE’s at Grade C and 

above usually to include Maths and English.  

 

What else is considered?  

Suitability for appropriate courses is discussed at a meeting where advice and entry 

requirements will be given and followed up with discussions with teaching staff.   

External Students  

External students are welcome to apply and are considered using the same criteria 

as above.  There is no charge or cost directly associated with admission to this 

Academy.   

 

Oversubscription for External Students  



In the event of oversubscription preference will be given to:  

Looked after or previously looked after children; and then those who live closest to 

the school (according to the straight-line distance between home and school). 

 

 
 
 
 
 


