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Message from the Headteacher  

Welcome to our newsletter for this term.   With support from our Academy Ambassadors, we are hoping to provide more  

regular updates to parents on some of the exciting news and information from the Academy in this new format.  

I’m proud to share with you just a few examples of good news stories from the Autumn term.   On top of the fantastic results 
achieved last summer, I’m immensely grateful to our exceptional staff team for continuing to provide fantastic opportunities 
for students.  We have an enormous range of sports, music, performing arts, creative arts and other activities available for 
students to access.  Opportunities such as University visits, employer engagement and international exchanges are enabling 
students to explore the world and inform their choices about their next steps. 

2020 will mark the 10th Anniversary of North Birmingham Academy.  I’m looking forward to welcoming students and staff back 
to what promises to be the most successful year in the Academy’s history. 

I wish you all a happy and peaceful Christmas holiday. 
 
Phil Lloyd, Headteacher 

Columba Trophy 
As rehearsals commence for next year’s School production, the Performing Arts team have taken time to reflect on the success 
of 2019. We want to continue to open minds and doors for our young people. 

In April, we took on our biggest challenge yet by presenting the musical Hairspray, with a live  
band and a full costume and set design, a first for NBA. 
 
To demonstrate our confidence in the cast, we also decided to enter the Columbia trophy for  
the first time, a theatrical competition for Birmingham secondary schools.  We soon discovered  
that we were competing against over 20 other schools and that no first time entrant had ever  
won before. We were about to change history! 
 
We were actually just delighted to be invited to the awards ceremony because that meant that  
we had been marked over 90% for our performance. Mr Henderson and Miss Taylor took 25  
cast members to the ceremony at the Council Chamber of Birmingham Council House and we  
nervously waited for the results before discovering that the trophy was coming back to the  
academy. It was a special moment when we were able to celebrate this amazing success with  
the whole team that pulled this together. 
 
The trophy sits in reception as a constant reminder to all of our students that anything is  possible with some belief, hard work 
and commitment.  

Othello 

Students from years 9, 10 and 12 recently performed an adaption of Othello as part of the Shakespeare for School’s Festival. 
The UKs leading youth drama festival gives students the experience of a professional  
environment and a greater understanding of all the workings of a Theatre. 
 
We commenced auditions prior to the summer holidays and the cast started rehearsing 
in earnest in September, committing to two nights per week in preparation for the  
performance. The students were able to quickly grasp the language of Shakespeare and 
we enjoyed adding an NBA twist to the production. 

The performance was a triumph and we agreed to repeat it the following week to an  
audience of our own students, which was again very well received. 
  

Everyone involved in Othello would like to take this opportunity to extend a big thank you to all the staff that supported this 
new venture and following its success, planning for SSF 2020 is already underway. 

Katherine Taylor, Head of Performing Arts  
 

 

 



Combined Cadet Force 
September 11th saw the NBA CCF completing their 2nd remembrance parade. 

The 51 cadets were a complete credit to both Contingent Commander Adam Duckers 
and School Staff Instructor Simon Bolwell.  The cadets were joined on parade by several  
members of staff who were all moved by the cadets performance.  The CCF continues to  
grow at NBA and the cadets are already looking forward to their 2nd central camp in the 
summer.  
 
Adam Duckers, Lead Teacher of Student Mobility 

Kunskapsskolan Annual Conference – An Even Deeper Dive: It’s about Culture 
NBA recently hosted Kunskapsskolan’s annual conference, to which two Keynote Speakers were invited;  Professor Rachel 
Lofthouse, Professor of Teacher Education at Leeds Beckett University and Professor David Hopkins Chair of Educational     
Leadership at the University of Bolton. 

This year’s conference took place against a background of national uncertainty where there is no more important time for 
young people to develop personal skills and understanding that will enable them to be ready to deal with today’s problems 
and create different global future.  It also took place where schools are preparing a new framework from OFSTED.  

The conference explored how KED inspired schools can be easily prepared for both these issues by 
effective implementation of personalisation strategies and creating a different culture in KED 
schools, In other words going even deeper beyond an OFSTED and DFE view of education. 

http://www.kunskapsskolan.com/ 

Carole Hill, PA to Headteacher 

E-ACT Ambassador group update 
Have you heard of the E-ACT Ambassadors group? We are made up of passionate and dedicated parents, staff and community 
members all of whom act as advocates for NBA pupils.  Working closely with the Headteacher and senior leaders in the E-ACT 
trust, we work to ensure parents and carers feel well informed about the academy.  
 
Equally, we work to collaborate and communicate with the local community to better understand the communities in which 
our students and families live in, to promote the academy, and to identify opportunities for pupils and the academy to benefit 
from.  
 
Notable work of the group includes bringing you this newsletter to inform you of academy developments, celebrating the 
amazing talent and achievements of pupils and staff through award ceremonies, and running a fun community day event in 
the summer to open our doors to the local community.  
 
If you would like more information about the E-ACT Ambassadors group or perhaps would even like to join our group as a  
parent ambassador, visit: https://northbirminghamacademy.e-act.org.uk/about-us/our-ambassadorial-advisory-group/ 
 

Term Dates 

Spring 2020 

Inset Day: Monday 6 January 2020 

Half-term: Monday 17 February—Friday 21 February 2020 

Inset Day: Monday 24 February 2020 

Inset Day: Friday 13 March 2020 

Term Ends: Friday 3 April 2020 

Term Starts: Monday 20 April 2020 

Bank Holiday: Friday 8 May 2020 

Half-term: Monday 25 May—Friday 29 May 2020 

Inset Day: Friday 17 July 2020 

Inset Day Monday 20 July 2020 

End of Term Monday 20 July 2020 

Parking outside School 

We would like to kindly  remind parents/carers if you are 

dropping off/collecting students on College Road, can we 

please ask you to park in a safe place and avoid the yellow 

lines and zig zags as this is a potential hazard for our young 

people. 

External Partners 

The academy continues to work closely with external part-

ners to ensure the continued safety of all our stakeholders; 

at times this may include the use of mobile metal detectors, 

canine support agencies and police presence.  

http://www.kunskapsskolan.com/
https://northbirminghamacademy.e-act.org.uk/about-us/our-ambassadorial-advisory-group/

