
NBA Curriculum Map for Geography 2017/18 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Global Circulation and 
Weather 

- Exploring the causes of 
weather around the world, 
including global circulation 
patterns  

- The impact of 
continentality, ocean 
currents and low pressure 
systems on the UKs 
weather  

- The impact of extreme 
weather on the UK, 
including storms.  

- Case Study – Somerset 
Levels flooding event of 
2013-14 

- The impact of tropical 
storms and droughts on 
countries around the 
world  

- Case Study – the Big Dry in 
Australia 

Climate Change 
- Explaining the natural causes 

of climate change  
- Explaining the human causes 

of climate change  
- Evaluating the impacts of 

climate change around the 
world  

- Evaluating the different 
strategies that could be 
employed to manage global 
climate change, including 
adaptation or mitigation 
futures.  

Energy 
- Exploring the current 

energy mix of the UK, 
including consumption 
and production trends  

- Explaining the impacts of 
burning fossil fuels on 
people and the planet  

- Analysing the positive and 
negative impacts of 
renewable energy 
development for the UK 

- Exploring issues that 
fracking and nuclear 
power present for the UK 
government. 

Geographical Fieldwork and 
Skills 

- Consolidation of fieldwork 
from Stratford-upon-Avon 
and Carding Mill Valley, 
including creating revision 
materials for paper 3 and 
practising geographical 
skills and techniques  

- Using data analysis 
techniques to explore the 
key themes of the 
specification, linking 
revision in to geographical 
skills 

- Revision and preparation 
for exams 

Revision for GCSE exams  
(exam 1 summer 1, exam 2 and 3 Summer 2) 
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Landscapes of the UK – Rivers 
- Distinctive landscapes 

around the UK including 
lowland, highland and 
glaciated  

- Processes of erosion, 
weathering, deposition 
and mass movement 

- Landforms of the upper 
and lower course of a river  

- Uses of upper and lower 
course of a river  

- Case Study of the River 
Wye 

Landscapes of the UK – Coasts 
- Coastal processes of erosion, 

weathering, deposition and 
mass movement (revision 
from rivers)  

- Erosional and Depositional 
landforms and explanation of 
their formation  

- Human impacts on coastal 
landscapes 

- Coastal management 
strategies to reduce erosion 
and deposition  

- Coastal Case Study – North 
Norfolk Coastline 

People of the UK 
- Impacts of a range of 

factors on population and 
development of the UK, 
including:  

Trading partners,  
History,  
Imports and Exports. 
- Analysis of the causes of 

unequal society in the UK 
- Regeneration and 

urbanisation of UK cities 
- Case study of a UK city: 

Leeds 
-  

Ecosystems of the Planet 
- Explaining the distribution 

of global ecosystems using 
concepts such as latitudinal 
effect and pressure systems 

- Explanation of adaptation 
of animals to various 
ecosystems  

- Contrasting case study 
environments – Coral Reefs 
and Tropical Rainforests 

- Discussion of human 
impacts on fragile 
ecosystems, and future 
changes due to climate 
change 

- Case Studies: Andros Barrier 
Reef, and Peruvian Amazon 
Rainforest.  

People of the World 
- Development of 

concepts taught in 
People of the UK unit  

- Major case study of 
Ethiopia, studying the 
barriers to development 
in Ethiopia, and 
analysing whether it will 
ever reach developed 
country status.  

- Analysing the difference 
between the UK and 
other countries in the 
world, looking at why 
and how we developed  

- Study focus on World 
cities, and how 
urbanisation and 
development change 
city structures.  

Revision, Fieldwork 
consolidation and skills 
 

- Consolidation of fieldwork 
from Stratford-upon-Avon 
and Carding Mill Valley, 
including creating revision 
materials for paper 3 and 
practising geographical 
skills and techniques  

- Revision and preparation 
for mock exams 
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Ecosystems Around the World 
- Explaining the distribution 

of global ecosystems using 
concepts such as 
latitudinal effect and 
pressure systems  

- Contrasting case study 
environments – The Great 
Barrier Reef and the 
Tropical Rainforest  

- Discussion of human 
impacts on fragile 
ecosystems, and future 
changes due to climate 
change  

Cities of the World 
- Explanation of population 

change and urbanisation 
around the world  

- Exploring the development of 
eco-cities and assessing 
whether they are necessary 
in the future of the UK  

- Case study example of 
regeneration of global cities 
such as New York 

- Independent project on the 
possible regeneration of 
Birmingham 

Taught on rotation, order may vary Consolidation, synoptic links 
and Revision 

 
Using the topics covered over 
the year to reach synoptic 
conclusions about the impacts 
that humans have on natural 
landscapes.  
 
Revision for end of year exams, 
including making connections 
between different topics. 
 
 
 
 
 

Energy Issues 
- Exploring the current 

energy mix of the UK, 
including consumption 
and production trends  

- Explaining the impacts of 
burning fossil fuels on 
people and the planet  

- Analysing the positive and 
negative impacts of 
renewable energy 
development for the UK 

- Exploring issues that 
fracking and nuclear 
power present for the UK 
government.  

Development in Ethiopia 
- Exploring concepts of 

development through a 
case study country of 
Ethiopia, including:  

- Trade vs Aid  
- Natural Resource 

consumption  
- The impact of the natural 

environment on 
development 

 
- Analysing whether 

Ethiopia will ever be an 
Advanced Country 

Natural Global Threats 
- Developing knowledge of 

tectonics from Year 7 unit  
- Explaining the impacts of 

different types of volcanic 
eruption on different 
plate boundaries  

- Explaining the causes and 
consequences of 
Tsunamis and Avalanches  

- Analysing whether it is 
possible to manage the 
natural threat on people 
throughout the world, or 
not!  
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Tourism 
- Tourist attractions in 

mountains, Coasts and 
Cities 

- Social, environmental and 
economic advantages and 
disadvantages of tourism 

- Kenya and Maldives case 
studies on impacts of 
tourism on countries.  

 

Taught on rotation, order may vary Consolidation, synoptic links 
and Revision 

 
Using the topics covered over 
the year to reach synoptic 
conclusions about the impacts 
that humans have on natural 
landscapes.  
 
Revision for end of year exams, 
including making connections 
between different topics.  

Extreme Weather 
- Causes and consequences of 

extreme weather on the UK 
and other countries  

- Case study example of 
Hurricane Irma and a recent 
UK storm, comparing impacts 
on AC and LIDC countries 

Changing China 
- Causes of Chinas rapid 

development  
- Consequences of rapid 

urbanisation on China  
- Evaluate the influence of 

China being a superpower 
on the global stage.  

Rivers 
- Exploring the processes of 

river landscapes  
- Explaining how river 

landscapes form, 
including distinctive 
landforms in the upper 
and lower course  

- UK and world river 
systems on a large scale  

- Human activity and 
impacts on river systems 

21st Century UK 
- Exploring how the UK has 

changed over the last 20 
years  

- Explaining recent changes, 
such as political change, 
social change and 
population change  

- Focus on Migration, 
discussing the positives 
and negatives of net 
migration in the UK 
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Who are we? 
- Understanding of map skills, including scale, four and six figure 

grid references, direction and naming countries and continents  
- Using digital mapping software to explore their local 

environment 
- Exploring the impact of other countries on Birmingham 

(overview of local migration, cultures and diversity)  
- Exploring the impact of other countries, cultures and societies 

on individual families and friends.  
- Critically evaluating the learning environment of NBA using 

fieldwork techniques around the school.  
- Critical evaluation of how their personal histories and 

geographies will influence their learning journeys at NBA.  

Global Citizens  

 


